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Memorials brightened for future milestone
By Kris DiLorenzo

Next Armistice Day, Nov. 11, marks the
centennial celebration of the end of World
War II, and Dobbs Ferry is making sure its
commemorative plaques and monuments
pass muster for the occasion.
For two weeks in July, Robert Higle of
Monumedic, a Sleepy Hollow-based company that refurbishes monuments and cemetery stones, used the 21st-century version of
spit and polish to clean and shine a half-dozen bronze memorial plaques around the village, as well as cleaning their stone settings.
Monumedic has refurbished gravestones
and monuments throughout Westchester, including the plaques on the front of Irvington
Town Hall and Tarrytown Village Hall, and
gravestones in Sleepy Hollow.
Higle applied his skills to the plaques and
monuments in the vest-pocket park at the
juncture of Livingston Avenue and Broadway (Route 9); in a wall across the street from
Cabrini Eldercare at 115 Broadway; in front
of Dobbs Ferry High School at 505 Broadway;
and in Memorial Park on Palisade Street.
Higle described the refurbishing process:
”The idea was to get the plaques to as close
to the original bronze as we can, using a
dark oxide stain for metal, highlighting the
letters again using a chemical or a sander so
you can see them, then put a clear finish on
them so they can last a long, long time —
probably 50 years.”
There are two stone monuments in the
178-square-foot vest-pocket park. The larger,
approximately 4 feet tall, notes the significance
of the location: “In July and August 1781, the
First Connecticut Brigade, Continental Army,
held a line of entrenchments about 600 feet
long crossing the road at this point.” The
smaller monument explains, “Within is the
site of a Revolutionary redoubt, constructed
in July, 1781.” (A redoubt is a temporary or
supplementary fortification.)
The two monuments weren’t always in
their present setting. An article in the Dobbs
Ferry Sentinel newspaper, dated Aug. 28,
1969, described their relocation, which disgruntled some residents. The larger monument had stood on a 15-square-foot plot
north of the current site; the other was
moved from a curbside slice of villageowned land at 71 Livingston Avenue.
The Dobbs Ferry Historical Society and
Village Conservation Committee at the
time planned the vest-pocket park, which
now has floral, ground cover, and ornamental grass plantings, and a 6-foot-tall hedge
backing the monuments; two stone benches
were donated by the Garden Club.
South of the park, across from Cabrini on
the east side of Broadway, is the WashingtonRochambeau plaque, set into a brick wall near
the Revolutionary War-era Livingston House.
Frank Farrington, president of the Historical Society, told the Enterprise, “When
we dedicated the Washington-Rochambeau
monument in the early 2000s we invited the
French ambassador to the ceremony — and
he came.”
The three plaques are reminders of the

The inscription on the bell in front of Dobbs Ferry High School

critical role Dobbs Ferry
played in the success of
the American Revolution,
as Gen. George Washington and France’s military officer, the Comte
de Rochambeau, forged
their campaign that led
to the surrender of Britain’s commander, George
Cornwallis.
In front of the high
school are two monuments, one honoring
the village’s World War
I participants and the
other the school district The World War I plaque in front of Dobbs Ferry High School
from the 1970s. Mounted on a brick pedestal, a
bell weighing at least 800 pounds, according On the other two sides are a ribboned wreath
to Higle’s estimate, is inscribed with a tribute and what appears to be a feather.
to the district. Though it’s made of bronze, its
Memorial Park has a plaque near the park
silver coating distinguishes it from the other office, and another at the Little League field
monuments around the village. The other below. “We may still clean the monument by
monument is a flagpole-topped five-sided the park,” Farrington stated. “It looks like a
stone bearing plaques on four sides.
gravestone, and is dedicated to World War I,
“A new one will go on the bare spot before World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam War
November 11,” Higle said. “The new one will servicemen and women. It had an eternal
be 16 by 24 inches; the others are all 24 by flame — an electric light that may not work
36 inches.”
anymore. The bushes around it need to be
The two inscribed plaques are dedicated trimmed back.”
to soldiers. The first says, “In memory of
The ballfield plaque, 18 by 24 inches, is
those from the Village of Dobbs Ferry who mounted on a 3-foot-by-3-foot concrete
made the supreme sacrifice in the World monument resembling a gravestone, and is
War 1917-1919. Edward J. Condon, John c. dedicated to servicemen and women.
Eberspacher, Emil Lang, Paul Schlutow, MiA plaque yet to be refurbished sits in front
chael Zanni. Conceived and erected by Ro- of the Embassy Club at 60 Palisade Street. At
chambeau Post No. 126 V.F.W. Assisted by the moment, it’s overgrown by greenery, but
the people of Dobbs Ferry.” (The Rocham- when that is trimmed back, Higle can begin
beau Post no longer exists.)
his work. The cost of refurbishment so far is
Farrington noted, “That plaque was dedi- about $10,000.
cated on May 30, 1925, the old Memorial Day.”
Farrington is anticipating an event to celThe second states, “In honor of those from ebrate the centennial. “The Village might have
the Village of Dobbs Ferry who responded to a rededication ceremony on November 11,” he
their country’s call. 1917 - World War - 1919.” offered. “That’s a tentative plan.”
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